Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
November 9, 2020
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm, November 9, 2020 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle and Barbara Phillips.  Also present was Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, retired Assessor Bernard Szarek and two (2) residents.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Highway Department has 4 trucks ready to plow and sand and were out on Nov. 2nd
· Picking up brush in the Town for one last time this year

· Sent in paperwork to New York State DOT for Seymour Lane

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report.  
The Supervisor introduced the new Assessor; Holly Osterhoudt; and welcomed her to Westmoreland.  Supervisor Eisnor asked retired Assessor; Bernard Szarek; to stand and presented him with a plaque and card for the Town Board and Employees.  Supervisor Eisnor thanked Mr. Szarek for his 38 years of dedicated service to the Town.  Mr. Szarek expressed his thanks to the Board and stated it had been a pleasure working with this Board. 
The Supervisor asked for the Assessors report.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt reported:

I am finding my way around the office and organizing things.  A challenge, but all is working itself out. All the sales transfers through October 31, 2020 have been entered and the report has been sent to the State. My plan for November is to work on completing the building permits that Bernie had not yet finished. Please know, the door is always open if anyone has any questions or concerns.

The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for her report and asked for the Codes Report.

Codes Officer Patrick Baron submitted the following for building permits issued in the month of October: 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

10/1/20 2020-0102 Lopez Eddie 6439 W Carter Road 273.000-2-60 Solar $75.00

10/1/20 2020-0103 Kimball James 6833 Lowell Road 302.000-2-4.13 Addition to garage $75.00

10/6/20 2020-0104 Evans Robert 5593 Bartlett Road 302.000-1-4.1 Shed $40.00

10/6/20 2020-0105 Walsh David 5554 State Route 26 300.000-1-8 Garage $60.00

10/6/20 2020-9988 FINCO LLC Eureka Road South 302.000-1-42 Solar site plan $150.00

10/6/20 2020-9987 FINCO LLC Eureka Road North 289.000-2-55.2 Solar site plan $150.00

10/13/20 2020-0106 Lints Kristin 5881 Bartlett Road 289.000-1-80 Car port $40.00

10/13/20 2020-0107 Cerio Tracy 4083 Skyline Drive 335.000-2-9 Fence $20.00

10/13/20 2020-0108 Tierney Kevin 6608 State Route 5 325.000-1-36 Shed $40.00


Codes Enforcement Officer Fed Fox submitted the following report;
                 Complaints 

4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to precede, either demo or repair. 

9-10-19  5401 Moore Rd. cited for high grass and property maintenance on garage.

OTR set for 10-15-19

10-15-19 Court Paperwork Drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

11-6-19 Defendant appeared; court adjourned until 12-4-19.  Defendant has made progress on property, boarding up garage. Court adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM.

8-25-20 Weeds and grass cut but garage not complete. Court set for 8-26-20.

8-26-20 Progress has been made. Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Court Adjourned until 10-28-20. Defendant in process of demolishing building.  

11-23-19  6157 Skinner Rd inspected with Fire Chief Grube. Notice of violation written 11-27-19 with an order to remedy set for 12-27-19. 

9-24-20 Husband in nursing home, Wife is deceased. 

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. 

4-23-20 4852 State Rte 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20  Violation notice with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.  

7-22-20  4892 Creaser Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on the house. OTR set for August 25, 2020.

8-25-20 3/4 of the house has been painted with the south side (driveway side) remaining. Chimney has not been reparged as of today. Codes officer will attempt to reach out to the owner. 

9-10-20 Owner stated has a company hired to complete work when they finish some prior commitments. Owner will advise when work will begin. 

10-15-20 All violations have been abated.  

10-12-20 6764 O' Brien Rd. Notice of violation written for unregistered/inoperative vehicles on the premises. OTR set for 10-28-20.

10-12-20 5535 Eureka & Bartlett Rd. Notice of violation written for Junk and Debris on the property. OTR set for 10-28-20. Progress being made, will continue to monitor for two more weeks.

10-15-20 4354 Skyline Dr. Inspection with OC Office of Aging. NV written. Placarded Unfit for Human Occupancy. OTR for violations set for 11-17-20. 

10-27-20  6304 Rte 26. Notice of violation written for a collapsed structure.  OTR set for 12-1-20.

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

8-3-20 7356 E Main St  Barrier Windows. No one responded for the inspection. Tagged door. Waiting on someone to contact me. 10-27-20 Inspected OTR set for 11-10-20

10-15-20 5610 Rte 233  Whitestown Automotive. OTR set for 11-17-20

10-22-20 All violations have been abated. 

10-27-20 4980 Rte 233 Rising Stars. OTR set for 11-24-20.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Codes Enforcement Officer for his report and stated Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following;
Month: October 2020

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests. 

· Received notice from the Health Department in regards to new testing that I required to be done quarterly next year. We will be testing for PFOA, PFOS & 1,4, dioxane. This testing will cost close to $600 each quarter – not counting all the other testing that still needs to be done. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a few UFPO dig requests. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· NY Leak Detection found a leak in the transmission line and Seymour Excavating was brought in to repair the leak. The ¾” line that runs under the road to the residence was found leaking and the line was pulled and replaced.

· We are still in the process of continuing to check the transmission line for leaks. There may be more leaks because of the amount of water that has been lost. 

Supervisor Eisnor stated that Reading Center Clerk Tammy Aylesworth submitted the following report:
In Oct. we loaned out 361 Books 32 DVDS, for a total of 393. We had 48 people come into the Library. We had 122 holds on books and DVDS from Mid–York library system.  Discarded 35 books.
The Supervisor then asked for the Attorney’s Report.
Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola stated he has been working on the normal assortment of issues but it has been relatively quiet.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s Report.  

Town Clerk, Jody Burdick submitted the following report:
In October, the Town Clerk’s office sold three (3) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-eight (58) individual dog licenses for $394.00.  Of that, $65.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $329.00. 

On October 20, 2020 eleven (11) late notices were sent out for dogs due in September 2020.  Renewal notices for forty-four (44) dogs due in November were sent out on October 28, 2020.

DECALS sales totaled $1,281.00, $1210.34 was sent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The Town received $70.66 in commissions.  

There were two (2) marriage licenses issued in October totaling $80.00.  The Town’s commission was $35.00 and $45.00 was sent to the New York State Department of Health.

Nine (9) certified copies were issued for $90.00.

Eight (8) permanent handicapped permits and three (3) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Eight (8) building permits were issued (including one (1) fine) for $901.60, two (2) commercial ZBA referrals were issued for $300.00, and four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00.  

Communications Received:

1. Nicole Rivet-correspondence request to protect the right to peacefully protest.

2. Town Board- letters to residents of the Westmoreland, Tindall and Spencer Water Districts.

Checks Received:

1. Camelot Water District 
water payment


$  9,000.00

2. Camelot Water District

water payment


$  9,272.85

3. COCVAC


Fuel




$  9,925.31

4. Westmoreland FD

Fuel-August



$     318.21

5. Westmoreland School

Fuel




$  3,512.76

6. Stanwix Heights FD

Fuel




$       24.46

7. Town Park


Fuel




$       36.85

8. Oneida County


Traffic Diversion


$  1,400.00

9. Oneida County

2nd installment of 2nd quarter sales tax
$93,943.64 

10. Westmoreland Court

September- Bowers


$  3,695.00

     11.  Westmoreland Court

September- Ossont


$  4,014.00  
The Supervisor thanked the Clerk for her report. 
Councilperson Phillips spoke of the Reading Center Book Sale scheduled for November 14, 2020. Besides the Reading Center Clerks Tammi Aylesworth and Anne Daniello, Margaret Leone and Vikki Parent have volunteered to help that day.

Councilperson Phillips is concerned as Ms. Aylesworth indicated she had no idea on how to get the items for sale from the Reading Center to the Meeting Room in the Town Hall. Councilperson Phillips advised Ms. Aylesworth to ask the Highway Department for Assistance.  Highway Superintendent Russell Young replied that he had not been contacted.  After a short discussion it was decided that; if time permitted; the Highway would assist the Reading Center on Thursday.
Councilperson Seymour referred to two (2) posts the Town received on their Facebook page.  The first was a request to provide audio/video of the Board meetings on the Website.  Councilperson Seymour has replied that the Town does not have the capability to provide this service however, all Board meetings are held on the second Monday of every month and are open to the public.
Councilperson Seymour continued stating the second post was requesting a lower speed limit on Jenkins Road.  In his reply, Councilperson Seymour explained the process for petitioning for a speed limit change.

Councilperson spoke briefly on comments he has been hearing regarding the decisions made by the Zoning Board of Appeals, and how they do not take the publics comments into consideration when approving variances.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that he has already discussed that issue with the Zoning Board Chairman.

Councilperson Hebbard stated he was also approached by a resident wanting the speed limit changed on Dix Road.

Councilperson Rundle stated that there are still people walking into the Park.  He does ask them to leave because the Park is officially closed.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that we have almost $5,000.00 in charges for locating and repairing a leak in the Spencer Settlement Water District.  The leak that was found is too small to be generating the water loss we are experiencing.  The Supervisor stated that Rome has some sort of a plant on Dewey Road and is assuring the Supervisor that it is on their line and not ours.  In speaking with Ted Flint, the only conclusion that can be determined is that the DDSO houses are somehow connected to the Westmoreland line.  Ted is still working with the Supervisor to determine the solution. 
Supervisor Eisnor would like to figure this out before sending a letter to Mayor Izzo about the City of Rome taking over the Spencer Settlement and the Camelot Water Districts.

In the same time frame Murphy Excavating charge the Westmoreland Water District over $16,000.00 to repair the leaks on Route 233 and West Main Street.  Murphy Excavating is getting more and more expensive each time we use them.  Supervisor Eisnor told Ted Flint that we won’t be using Murphy for a while.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that budget modifications were needed.
104 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to move $10,458.85 from SW3-8340.200; Transmission and Distribution, Equipment to sw3-8340.400; Transmission and Distribution, Contractual to pay for leak repairs in the Westmoreland Water District.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 
105 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to move $4,600.00 from Fund Balance Appropriations to SW4- 8340.400; Spencer Transmissions to cover the cost of leak detection and repairs.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 
Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board we are still waiting on our third quarter sales tax check.  This check is supposed to be paid in full rather than installments.
106 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

107 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour, to approve and place on file the minutes of October 12, 2020 Regular Meeting and October 12, 2020 Budget Meeting and October 27, 2020 Public Hearing as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
108 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #182 through #211 totaling $36,610.07.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

109 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #314 through #342 which totals $13,907.16.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

110 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:
Spencer Water District

vouchers 9-11
      which totals 
$  4,775.00

Tindall Water District


Voucher 12-13      which totals 
$     283.00
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers 83-89    which totals            $16,836.05
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor reminded the Board that the Reading Center Book Sale will be November 14, 2020 from 10am to 1pm in the Meeting Room, the Tree Lighting will be held on December 7, 202 0at 5:30pm and the next regular meeting will be December 14, 2020 at 6:30pm.
The Supervisor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.
111 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 6:56 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

