Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
October 12, 2020
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm, October 12, 2020 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle and Barbara Phillips.  Also present was Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Tax Collector Margaret Leone and five (5) residents.  Attorney Mattacola was absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Burton Seymour Sr., Seymour Lane, presented the Board with the schematics of the Seymour Lane Road Extension.  Mr. Seymour is requesting the Board take over the road.

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

       A)  The Highway Department has been ditching, shouldering and replacing road  

             culverts on Shed and West Carter roads.

       B) We've finished mowing Town and County roads for the year.

       C) Brush pick up will continue as needed.
Councilperson Rundle commended the Highway Department on an excellent job of roadside mowing.
Supervisor Eisnor added the Lowell Property looks great also.  Highway Superintendent Young replied that he is planning on bringing in around ten (10) loads of fill in the spring to level off the low spots.  Once rolled and seeded it should be great.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report.  The Supervisor stated there is no Assessors report as the new Assessor, Holly Osterhoudt will start tomorrow, October 13, 2020.
Codes Officer Patrick Baron submitted the following for building permits issued in the month of September: [image: image1.emf]Month Sep-20          Westmoreland Town Board: Building Permits/ Septic Systems Monthly Report 

Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

9/1/20 2020-0088Scharbach Robert/Judith 7360 Kunz Road 302.004-2-3.1Shed $40.00

9/1/20 2020-0089Assisi Linda 2 Abbe Lane 274.000-1-21.3Shed $40.00

9/1/20 2020-9992Schrek William 4901 State Route 233 314.000-1-34.1Site plan $150.00

9/1/20 2020-0090Laramie Robert  6671 Skinner Road 301.000-2-16.1Septic $75.00

9/1/20 2020-0091Kurowski Christian 5019 County Seat Road 289.000-2-27.4Shed $40.00

9/2/20 2020-0092Larusso Hilda 12 Greentree Blvd 274.000-1-21.3Garage addition $75.00

9/9/20 2020-0093Wicks Michael 4783 Stop 7 Road 315.018-2-21.1Pole Barn N/C

9/9/20 2020-9991Kenny Daniel 5924 Springhouse Road 300.000-1-24 Alteration/family $20.00

9/9/20 2020-0094Smith Tina 35 Tindall Manor 315.018-2-29 Fence $20.00

9/15/202020-0095Roorka Scott 5972 Springhouse Road 300.000-1-30.41 famly $183.60

9/16/202020-0096Clements Tracy 7223 W Main Street 302.004-1-44.1Fence $20.00

9/16/202020-9990Fedor Derrick 6453 W Carter Road 273.000-2-63 Renewal 1 family $20.00

9/16/202020-9989Denslow Tom State Route 233 314.000-1-56.8Site plan $150.00

9/16/202020-0097Thomas Todd 5597 State Route 233 302.000-1-58 Addition to 1 fam $75.00

9/16/202020-0098Camelot Partners LLC 101 Abbe Blvd S 274.000-1-21.3Double wide home $150.00

9/29/202020-0099Donna Merritt 6939 Fairway Drive 326.000-1-16 Septic $75.00

9/29/202020-0100Matthew Jeror 7540 State Route 5 327.000-6-27 Septic $75.00

$1,208.60


Codes Enforcement Officer Fed Fox submitted the following report;
                 Complaints 

4-15-19- 5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19- 5651 Blackman Rd. Burned out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

9-10-19- 5401 Moore Rd. cited for high grass and property maintenance on garage.  OTR set for 10-15-19

10-15-19 Court Paperwork Drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

11-6-19 Defendant appeared; court adjourned until 12-4-19.  Defendant has made progress on property, boarding up garage. Court adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM.

8-25-20 Weeds and grass cut but garage not complete. Court set for 8-26-20.

8-26-20 Progress has been made. Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Court Adjourned until 10-28-20. Defendant in process of demolishing building.  

11-23-19- 6157 Skinner Rd inspected with Fire Chief Grube. Notice of violation written 11-27-19 with an order to remedy set for 12-27-19. 

9-24-20 Husband in nursing home, Wife is deceased. 

12-4-19- 7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 11-18-20. 

4-23-20 4852 State Route 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20- Violation notice with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

7-8-20- 6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.  

7-22-20- 4892 Creaser Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on the house. OTR set for August 25, 2020.

8-25-20 3/4 of the house has been painted with the south side (driveway side) remaining. Chimney has not been reparged as of today. Codes officer will attempt to reach out to the owner. 

9-10-20 Owner stated has a company hired to complete work when they finish some prior commitments. Owner will advise when work will begin.  

7-29-20- 5396 Route 26. Notice of Violation written 8-3-20 for property maintenance on the house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 9-9-20.

8-25-20 Junk and debris has been removed. No progress on painting house. 

9-2-20 Spoke with tenants, extended to 9-23-20. 

10-2-20 All violations have been abated. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

8-3-20 7356 E Main St.  Barrier Windows. No one responded for the inspection. Tagged door. Waiting on someone to contact me. 

9-24-20 5475 Route 233, 3 businesses, Professional Landscaping, Paige Realty & Greater Heights Tree Service. OTR 10-8-20.

Paige Realty had no violations. 

9-30-20 Violations at Professional Landscaping have been abated.

10-8-20 Violations at Greater Heights Tree Service have been abated. 

10-8-20 5540 Route 233 Dan Spaven Wood Workworks had no violations.    

Councilperson Rundle asked if the Codes Enforcement Officer had heard anymore on the Bartlett Road house.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox stated he had not.  The judgement is still outstanding from the last time they were brought to Court.  At this point we will probably have to start all over again.

Discussion continued as various Board members questioned properties on Route 233, East Main Street, Creaser Road and Dix Road.  No progress has been made on any of these properties and the Codes Enforcement Officer stated he will re-start the process for all.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Codes Enforcement Officer for his report and stated that no report was submitted from the Attorney.
Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following;
      Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests. 

· Replaced hydrant on Rt 233 along with replacing a shut-off valve that blew apart when trying to shut down the system for repairs. The bolts on the valves for the main shut off and the hydrant were rusted away causing them to blow apart & leak.

· The day after the hydrant was replaced, we had another water main failure on the very end of the line in front of Mrs. Barns’ residence. Someone, years ago tapped the old asbestos pipe with a 1-inch corporation and it finally blew out. This was dug up and repaired.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a few UFPO dig requests. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Have been researching the transmission line looking for leaks that would cause us to get billed way more than we are charging our customers. Continuing to look for the source. 

Supervisor Eisnor stated that will all the breaks we have been experiencing, the Board will have to make sone tough decisions regarding water premiums.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that Reading Center Clerk Tammy Aylesworth submitted the following report:

In Sept. we loaned out 539 Books 18 DVDS, for a total of 557.  We had 68 people come into the Library. We had 145 holds on Books and DVDS from Mid–York library system. The library had 10 renewals. We discarded 17 books. The library had 2 new users. We are hoping to have a Book sale November 14th from 10:00 am to 1:00pm.

Councilperson Phillips stated that the Reading Center has around 1,000 books for the book sale.  It was decided the sale should be held in the meeting room of the Town Hall.

The Supervisor thanked the Reading Center Clerk for her report and asked for the Town Clerk’s report.

Town Clerk, Jody Burdick submitted the following report:
In September, the Town Clerk’s office sold five (5) new dog licenses and renewed forty-six (46) individual dog licenses for $451.00.  Of that, $81.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $370.00. 

On September 29, 2020 thirteen (13) late notices were sent out for dogs due in August 2020.  Renewal notices for seventy-five (75) dogs due in October were sent out on September 29, 2020.

DECALS sales totaled $6,160.00, $5,818.87 was sent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The Town received $341.13 in commissions.  

There were three (3) marriage licenses issued in August totaling $120.00.  The Town’s commission was $52.50 and $67.50 was sent to the New York State Department of Health.

One (1) certified copy was issued for $10.00.

Six (6) permanent handicapped permits and two (2) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Thirteen (13) building permits were issued for $683.60 one (1) residential ZBA referral and one (1) commercial ZBA referral were issued for $225.00, three septic permits were issued for $225.00 and three (3) fire inspection payments were received for $150.00.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Beverly Merriman, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Oneida County Health Department-bill for SPEDES permit.

2. Oneida County Health Department- COVID testing site.

3. Town Clerk-notice Oneida County Health Department of Westmoreland Water District water leak.

4. Eastern Shore Insurance-request for loss information to qualify for experience credits.

5. Blanchard Surveying-quote to survey the “Green”.

6. Workers’ Compensation Board- request for form completion regarding a Workers’ Comp Claim.

7. Comp Alliance0 member loyalty rewards program.

Checks Received:

1. Charter Communications
Franchise Fees



$21,357.67

2. Advantage Abstract
Water Search



$        20.00

3. SeedWay

Park rental



$      100.00

4. Westmoreland FD
Fuel-July



$      381.69

5. Susan Wengert

Culvert Pipe Install


$      300.00

6. Stanwix Heights FD
Fuel




$      125.66

7. Christine Golden
Park Rental



$        50.00

8. Christine Golden
Park Rental



$        25.00

9. Joseph Talarico

Park Rental



$      100.00

10. Oneida County

1st Installment of 2st Quarter Sales Tax
$93,943.64

11. Bank of Utica






$   1,095.81

12. COCVAC

Fuel




$   2,508.68

13. Westmoreland School  Fuel




$       669.76

14. Unknown
              Culvert Pipe Install


$       300.00

15. Sherri Card

Park Rental



$       100.00

16. Clark Mills FD

Fuel




$       320.43

17. Sarah Flint-Rados
Park Rental



$         75.00


18. Westmoreland Court
Ossont-Unclaimed Overpayment
$         10.00

Councilperson Rundle stated that the Town Park is officially closed.  The water has been turned off.
Supervisor Eisnor asked Highway Superintendent Young to make sure the water is shut off at the Little League field also.

Councilperson Hebbard stated he has received two (2) calls about the Park closing early, but both callers were understanding.  

Councilperson Hebbard advised the Board that every one of the Little League Board members have quit, so it will be a whole new Board next year.

Councilperson Hebbard stated he has placed a call into the Rome Mayors Office, but has not heard back from Mayor Rizzo with a meeting date.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that he was advised the City of Rome is waiting for C. Jack Dodson to agree to a meeting.
Councilperson Hebbard has been researching the prices on replacing some of our Christmas decorations for the light poles.  Prices are comparably the same so he decided to go with a local firm out of Syracuse called Downtown Decorations. 

Downtown Decorations suggested we replace all the bulbs in our current decorations to LED bulbs that will be brighter, last longer and cost less.  We have 21 usable stocking decorations; each has 28 bulbs.  We can replace all for around $600.00. Councilperson has prices on 6’ candles, at around $600.00 each.
94 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and authorize Councilperson Hebbard to purchase up to 10 new candle decorations and LED bulbs for the old decorations.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that the tree lighting is set for December 6, 2020 at 5:30 pm.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke briefly on the water breaks in the Westmoreland District.  The Supervisor also talked about the 2nd quarter sales tax revenue which is down significantly.
95   A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to appoint Holly Osterhoudt as sole Assessor for a term of one (1) year and a salary of $16,500.00.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

96 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

97 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of September 14,2020, September 22, 2020 and September 29, 2020 as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
98 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to accept the Seymour Lane Road Extension as a Town Road upon Legal verification.  Councilperson Hebbard, Councilperson Rundle, Councilperson Philips and Supervisor Eisnor voted AYE, Councilperson Seymour abstained.  The motion was declared carried. 

99 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #167 through #181 totaling $79,266.21.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

100 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers 71-74    which totals            $  1,232.82
Spencer Water District

voucher 8
      which totals 
$  2.090.40
Camelot Water District
Voucher 6

which totals 

$16,853.85
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

101 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #281 through #313 which totals $31,289.81.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor reminded the Board that a Public Hearing on the 2021 Preliminary Budget will be held on October 27, 2020 a 6:00 pm and the next regular Board meeting will be November 9, 2020 at 6:30 pm.
The Supervisor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.
102 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 6:59 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

