Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
September 14, 2020
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm, September 14, 2020 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle and Barbara Phillips.  Also present was Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Tax Collector Margaret Leone and four (4) residents.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Highway Department is preparing for winter and sand is being hauled in.  

· We have been ditching and shouldering in preparation for road work next year.

· Brush was picked up in the entire town last week.  

Councilperson Seymour asked about the salt price for this year.  Highway Superintendent Young replied that the price has not been released yet.

The Highway Superintendent told the Board that one of the garage doors has failed.  He has received a quote for a new door of $900.00.  The Highway Department has secured the door with delineator posts, and so far, it seems to be working OK. 
Councilperson Hebbard asked how much longer will the Highway Department be picking up brush.  Superintendent Young stated until the end of October.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek advised the Board that there is a glitch in the State program and some residents are not receiving the proper exemptions.  He is working to get theses corrected.
Supervisor Eisnor read a letter from Assessor Szarek announcing his retirement effective September 25, 2020.
Assessor Szarek stated that he retiring for benefits reasons only and has enjoyed working with this Board.  Assessor Szarek added that he will be happy to work with his replacement without pay to get him/her acclimated.
Supervisor Eisnor asked the Assessor how many hours he feels he works.  Assessor Szarek replied that between November and March he works approximately 20 hours a week.  The road work takes place in the spring and requires about 3 weeks of work, after that his hours drop dramatically.

Councilperson Seymour asked who Assessor Szarek would recommend for his position.  Assessor Szarek stated the Assessors Clerk from Kirkland was recently appointed to Assessor there and she is very good.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that an ad has been placed in the paper for an Assessor.  Interviews will take place on Tuesday, September 22, 2020 at 5:00pm.
The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for his report and for his many years of dedicated service.
Codes Officer Patrick Baron submitted the following for building permits issued in the month of August:
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

8/5/20 2020-0079Keane Emily 6535 W South Street 325.000-1-14.2Pole Barn $148.80

8/5/20 2020-9995Wightman Tyler 6993 Norton Ave 326.000-2-78.3Site plan $75.00

8/5/20 2020-0080Williams Heidi 4789 Jenkins Road 313.000-1-30.3Detached garage $75.00

8/5/20 2020-0081Snell Bernard 5381 Jenkins Road 300.000-1-46 Pole Barn $120.00

8/11/202020-0082Pasterella Jeff 6623 Lowell Road 301.000-2-14.31 family/septic $457.75

8/12/202020-0083Allen Tim 4754 South Street 31.000-1-81.2 Comm storage bldg $12,000.00

8/12/202020-0084Johnson Craig/Heather 5939 Shed Road 272.000-1-47.7Detached garage $75.00

8/12/202020-0085Puleo Joseph 5235 Bartlett Road 302.000-2-4.5 Pole Barn $240.00

8/18/20 RENEWALKislyak Ivan 7375 E Main Street 302.004-2-20 1 family home $20.00

8/18/202020-0086Otter Robert 6050 State Route 26 287.000-2-12.11 family/septic $337.32

8/18/202020-0094Wicks Michael 4783 Sop 7 Road 315.018-2-2.1 Area variance $75.00

8/19/202020-0087Brooks Allan 5869 Bartlett Road 289.000-1-79 A.G. Pool $30.00

8/25/202020-9993Lints Kristin 5881 Bartlett Road 289.000-1-80 Area variance $75.00

$13,851.87


Codes Enforcement Officer Fed Fox submitted the following report;
                 Complaints 

4-15-19, 5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19, 5651 Blackman Rd.  Burned out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

9-10-19, 5401 Moore Rd. cited for high grass and property maintenance on garage.

OTR set for 10-15-19

10-15-19 Court Paperwork Drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

11-6-19 Defendant appeared; court adjourned until 12-4-19.  Defendant has made progress on property, boarding up garage. Court adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM.

8-25-20 Weeds and grass cut but garage not complete. Court set for 8-26-20.

8-26-20 Progress has been made. Case adjourned until 9-23-20.  

9-10-19, 7323 E Main St. cited for high grass. OTR set for 10-8-19. Re-mailed to different owner address found. 

10-15-19 Court Paperwork drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

Defendant failed to show adjourned until 12-4-19.

12-4-19, Case adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM. Town's attorney will attempt to contact defendants to clarify ownership of property. 

8-25-20 Violations abated. Court 8-26-20. Case ACD.       

11-23-19, 6157 Skinner Rd inspected with Fire Chief Grube. Notice of violation written 11-27-19 with an order to remedy set for 12-27-19.

12-4-19, 7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20.  

4-23-20, 4852 State Route 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20, Violation notice with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

6-24-20 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for July 1, 2020.

7-1-20 Not in compliance. Waiting on Town Court to open for prosecution. 8-25-20 some progress being made.  

7-8-20, 6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.  

7-22-20, 4892 Creaser Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on the house. OTR set for August 25, 2020.

8-25-20 3/4 of the house has been painted with the south side (driveway side) remaining. Chimney has not been reparged as of today. Codes officer will attempt to reach out to the owner. 

9-10-20 Owner stated has a company hired to complete work when they finish some prior commitments. Owner will advise when work will begin.  

7-29-20, 6073 Skinner Rd. Notice of Violation written 8-3-20 for furniture items in the driveway/ditch area. OTR set for 9-9-20.

8-25-20 Violation abated. 

7-29-20, 5396 Route 26. Notice of Violation written 8-3-20 for property maintenance on the house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 9-9-20.

8-25-20 Junk and debris has been removed. No progress on painting house. 

9-2-20 Spoke with tenants, extended to 9-23-20. 

8-12-20, 5244 Tudman Rd Notice of Violation written for overgrowth of weeds and grass with OTR 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation has been abated. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

 8-3-20, 7356 E Main St.  Barrier Windows. No one responded for the inspection. Tagged door. Waiting on someone to contact me. 

8-5-20, 5319 Route 233, Stewarts. Violations written. OTR set for 8-26-20.  8-26-20 Violations have been abated. 

8-6-20, 5353 Route 233, Five Star Landscaping. Violations written. OTR set or 8-26-20

8-26-20 Violations have been abated. 

8-12-20 5251 Route 233, JB Tuttle Auto. No violations at this time. 

8-19-20 7296 W Main St. Circle K. No violations at this time.
Supervisor Eisnor spoke of the retaining wells at the TJ Allen property, and asked if they were ever actually installed.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox stated that Patrick Baron was working on that.  Assessor Szarek stated he was also concerned that the blacktop was supposed to be 12” think.  Supervisor Eisnor stated he has reviewed all the applications and Zoning Board minutes and all reflect the blacktop would be 7” to 8” throughout. 

Assessor Szarek stated that the retaining wells are in and currently have more water in them than ever before.  He is concerned over flooding in the Spring.  Supervisor Eisnor agreed to follow up on that.

Councilperson Seymour asked the Codes Enforcement Officer if he had to appear for each of these court cases.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox replied that he was only required to appear for trials but that the Town Attorney wants him at Court cases.  Last week only updated notes were supplied to the Attorney.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the odes Enforcement Officer for his report and stated that no report was submitted from the Attorney.
Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following;
      Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests. 

· Working with the Health Department on annual back flow testing.

· Hydrant flushing will be done in September.

· Getting quotes from Gartner Equipment on a replacement chlorinator & parts for the 2021 budget. 

       Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a few UFPO dig requests. 

      Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.
Supervisor Eisnor explained to the Board that the insurance company for the driver who hit the hydrant on East Main St is only offering $1,900.00 against a $4,500.00 bill.  The Town Clerk was told we have no coverage on the Towns’ policy for hydrants.  The Clerk was told to request the offer in writing from the drivers’ insurance company.

Supervisor Eisnor went on to say that we have a hydrant on Route 233 that is leaking and needs to be replaced.  In order to replace the hydrant, two telephone poles need to be moved and National Grid is refusing to do it.  Water Plant Operator Ted Flint is working on this.

Scott Tarkowski approached the Supervisor to have the water turned on at the pool in order to do some pressure testing.  Ted Flint has turned on the water there.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that Reading Center Clerk Tammy Aylesworth submitted the following report:

In Aug. we loaned out 488 books and 22 DVDS for a total of 510. We had 44 people who came into the Library. We had 143 Holds on books and DVDS from Mid–York library system. The library had 6 renewals.  We discarded 537 Books.  The library will be having a sale on all discarded books at the end of Oct. or the beginning of Nov., the date will be talked about at a later date.  
Town Clerk, Jody Burdick submitted the following report:
In August, the Town Clerk’s office sold nine (9) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-five (55) individual dog licenses for $500.00.  Of that, $85.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $415.00. 

One (1) dog redemption fee was collected in August for $10.00.

On August 11, 2020, twenty-eight (28) late notices were sent out for dogs due in July 2020.  Renewal notices for forty-four (44) dogs due in September were sent out on August 31, 2020.

DECALS sales totaled $3,504.00, $3,312.89 was sent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The Town received $191.11 in commissions.  

There was one () marriage licenses issued in August totaling $40.00.  The Town’s commission was $17.50 and $22.50 was sent to the New York State Department of Health.

One (1) peddlers permit was issued for $25.00.

Six (6) permanent handicapped permits and two (2) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Ten (10) building permits were issued for $13,503.87, three (3) residential ZBA referrals were issued for $225.00 and three (3) fire inspection payments were received for $150.00.  

Communications Received:

1. Association of Towns-notice of 2021 membership dues.

2. O.C. Personnel- change in reporting part-time employees.

3. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-notice to property owner of federally regulated wetland regulations affecting their property.

4. NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation-request for comments regarding the 2021 Intended Use Plans for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund.

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Court
Ossont-July




$     4,915.00

2. Stanwix Heights FD
Fuel





$          37.56

3. Linda Reynolds
Culvert Pipe Install



$        300.00

4. Kathy Yaworski
Culvert Pipe Install



$        300.00

5. Hilary Webb

Park Rental




$          75.00

6. Town Park

Fuel





$          36.69

7. Verizon

Overpayment Refund



$        382.11

8. Stanwix Heights FD
Fuel





$        108.01

9. Justice Court

Bowers-July




$    4,248.00

10. Katherine Larish
Park Rental




$          75.00

11. Brittany Madore
Park Rental




$          75.00

12. Clark Mills FD

Fuel





$         198.40  

13. Miller


Park Rental




$          75.00

14. COCVAC

Fuel





$      2,296.82

15. Diane Burr

Park Rental




$         100.00

16. Westmoreland School
Fuel





$         393.15

17. Oneida County
Traffic Diversion Nov 2019-June 2020
$      2,600.00

18. Oneida County
3rd Installment of 1st Quarter Sales Tax
$   113,401.12

19. Jessica DeArmond
Park Rental




$             75.00
20. T&P Sales & Service
Reimbursement for Road Damage

$        1,807.20 
Councilperson Phillips spoke of implementing some programs at the Reading Center.  She has discussed this with Reading Center Clerk Tammy Aylesworth who seemed very interested in doing this.  The topics would be History.  Supervisor Eisnor suggested they attempt to do these programs virtually given the current situation.
Councilperson Phillips commented on the responsibility of keeping up the fire hydrants.  She recently learned that it was not the Fire Departments responsibility and suggested that it would make a great Eagle Scout project, or a community service project for high school seniors.
Supervisor Eisnor told the Board that the final payment of the 1st quarter sales tax revenues was received.  It is anticipated that the second quarter revenues will be down 20%.  No actual figures have been released yet.
The Supervisor advised the Board that a new record retention schedule has been released by the State Archives and the Board will need to adopt it.
86 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and authorize the use of the LG-1 Records Retention Schedule issued by New York State Archives effective January 1, 2021.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that he was approached by the Westmoreland Fire Department asking the Town to build a %5,000.00 gazebo at the Fire Department.  They would like to have bands on Thursday nights during the summer and this would be used as their bandstand.  The Board unanimously agreed that the Town will be in no financial position to do this next year.
The Tree Lighting is set for December 12, 2020.  Supervisor Eisnor would like a timer placed on the lights and Councilperson Phillips would like a remote to turn on the lights.  Councilperson Seymour thought December 12th is too late to for a tree lighting and suggested November 28, 2020.  Ultimately, it was decided to have the Tree Lighting ceremony on December 6, 2020 at 5:30 pm.

Supervisor Eisnor received information from Oneida County on a tax exemption for community solar projects.  He has sent this to the Town Attorney for review.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that he has fired the surveyor he wanted to survey the Town “Green”. The Supervisor asked Councilperson Seymour to contact his surveyor. 

The Supervisor stated that all Board members were provided with information on programs being offered on 2021 budgeting for Towns.  He will be attending.

87   A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

88 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Phillips, to approve and place on file the minutes of August 10, 2020 as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

89 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:
Tindall Water District


vouchers 10-11     which totals        $13,547.54
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers 67-78    which totals         $19,108.20  
Spencer Water District

voucher 7
      which totals 
$   228.00
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

90 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #243 through #280 which totals $14,822.04.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
91 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #137 through #166 totaling $42,567.62.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor reminded the Board that budget meetings will be held on September 22nd and 29, 2020 at 6:00pm.  Assessor interviews will be held on September 22, 2020 at 5:00pm and the net regular meeting will be held on October 12, 2020 at 6:30pm. 
The Supervisor asked for the Boards opinion on when we should close the Town Park.  After a short discussion it was decided to close the Park on October 13, 2020 after checking to make sure there are no pavilion rentals scheduled after that date.
The Supervisor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.
92 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 7:15 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

