Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
August 10, 2020
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm, August 10, 2020 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle and Barbara Phillips.  Also present was Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, four (4) residents and one (1) high school senior.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Elizabeth Green, Rt 233, wished Supervisor Eisnor and Councilperson Burt Seymour a happy belated birthday.

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Highway Department has been picking up brush, mowing roadsides and mowing Lowell Field on a regular basis.

· The Town received 100% of Chips money from NY State $159,069.00.

· I have been working with the Town Supervisor and continue to discuss the highway budget. 
Councilperson Seymour asked about the Clinton Tractor Bill.  Highway Superintendent Young explained that was for replacing the clutch in the tractor.

Councilperson Seymour thanked the Highway Superintendent for keeping the Highway expenses down. 
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported:

I will be down loading new forms for the year 2021 Exemptions. Then I will print extra copies.  Looking to get more classes in that are close or on line. The computer will be updated so I can start next year work.
Assessor Szarek added that loading the information from the County was extremely difficult and Kathy Pilbeam assisted get everything loaded properly.

The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for his report.
Codes Officer Patrick Baron submitted the following for building permits issued in the month of July:
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID #Type Of Permit Fee Paid

7/1/20 2020-0062America Maria 4805 Deans Highway313.000-1-30.18Front porch/roof $25.00

7/1/20 2020-0063Roose Spencer 5880 Springhouse Road300.000-1-26Deck $25.00

7/1/20 2020-0064Achen Tomasine 5327 Bartlett Road302.000-1-77I.G. Pool $60.00

7/1/20 2020-0065Faniglula Emily 6723 Lowell Road302.000-2-1.2Shed $40.00

7/7/20 2020-0066Johnson Nancy 64 Seymour Lane314.000-1-56.11 family/septic $250.00

7/7/20 2020-9997Puleo Joseph 5235 Bartlett Road302.000-2-4.5variance/garage $75.00

7/7/20 2020-0067Rivers Michael 6436 West Carter Road273.000-2-54A.G. Pool $30.00

7/14/202020-9996Snell Bernard 5381 Jenkins Road300.000-1-46Variance/garage $75.00

7/14/202020-0068Seymour Burton Jr. 4836 State Route 233315.000-1-81.1Alteration/bar $240.00

7/14/202020-0069Przylucki Dulcey 5442 Lowell Road287.000-52.2Detached garage $40.00

7/14/202020-0070Peet David 6947 State Route 5326.000-1-38.11family home/septic $314.28

7/14/202020-0071Novak Ed 6441 Dix Road 273.000-2-11Shed $40.00

7/22/202020-0072Roorda Scott       Springhouse Road300.000-1-30.4Septic $75.00

7/22/202020-0073Hepperly Couton 4446 Deans Highway325.000-1-26.4Manufactured home $157.20

7/22/202020-0074Sweet  Jeremy 4891 Creser Road314.000-21.2A.G. Pool & Deck $55.00

7/28/202020-0075Green Douglas 4667 Route 233 327.000-6-2Add'n to garage $40.00

7/28/202020-0076Dee Jason 5834 Bartlett Road289.000-1-37Pole barn $75.00

7/28/202020-0077Stinson Sandy 4 Abbe Lane 274.000-1-21.3Garage addition $81.00

7/28/202020-0078Harding William 4626 Day Road 313.000-1-26.4Rebuild house $360.00

$2,057.48


Codes Enforcement Officer Fed Fox submitted the following report; 
      Complaints
4-15-19, 5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19, 5651 Blackman Rd.   Burned out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

9-10-19, 5401 Moore Rd. cited for high grass and property maintenance on garage.

OTR set for 10-15-19

10-15-19 Court Paperwork Drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

11-6-19 Defendant appeared; court adjourned until 12-4-19.  Defendant has made progress on property, boarding up garage. Court adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM. 

9-10-19, 7323 E Main St. cited for high grass. OTR set for 10-8-19. Re-mailed to different owner address found. 

10-15-19 Court Paperwork drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

Defendant failed to show adjourned until 12-4-19.

12-4-19, Case adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM. Town's attorney will attempt to contact defendants to clarify ownership of property.      

11-23-19, 6157 Skinner Rd inspected with Fire Chief Grube. Notice of violation written 11-27-19 with an order to remedy set for 12-27-19.

12-4-19, 7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred. 

4-23-20 4852 State Route 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20, Violation notice with order to remedy set for 6-9-20. 

6-24-20, 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for July 1, 2020.

7-1-20, Not in compliance. Waiting on Town Court to open for prosecution. 

6-24-20, 6913 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for July 1, 2020.

7-1-20 Not in compliance. 7-22-20 Abated. 

7-8-20, 6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20. 

7-22-20, 7386 E Main St. Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for August 5, 2020. 

7-29-20, Abated.

7-22-20, 4892 Creaser Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on the house. OTR set for August 25, 2020. 

7-29-20, 6073 Skinner Rd. Notice of Violation written 8-3-20 for furniture items in the driveway/ditch area. OTR set for 9-9-20.

7-29-20, 5396 Route 26. Notice of Violation written 8-3-20 for property maintenance on the house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 9-9-20. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

 7537 E South St, The Milk House B and B, 10/25/2018. Re-inspected 11-27-18 all violations corrected except the zoning issue. Owner was advised to use house as single- family dwelling and remove all advertisement as a B & B until such time the case is brought before the appropriate boards for approval. 

1-29-19 McFadden will be summons to court for zoning violations tentatively scheduled for February 20, 2019. Court adjourned to March 6, 2019.

3-6-19 Defendant entered not guilty plea. Case adjourned to April 17, 2019. Trial set for 7-31-2019. 

7-31-19 Defendant did not show for court, case adjourned until 10-30-19 at 2:00 PM. Case adjourned until 11-6-19.  Adjourned pending defendant going through the zoning board process.   

8-3-20 7356 E Main St.  Barrier Windows. No one responded for the inspection. Tagged door. Waiting on someone to contact me. 

8-5-20, 5319 Route 233, Stewarts. Violations written. OTR set for 8-26-20.

8-6-20, 5353 Route 233, Five Star Landscaping. Violations written. OTR set or 8-26-20

Supervisor Eisnor stated that no reports were sent in for the Attorney of the Reading Center.

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following;
Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests. 

· Working on a few possible leaks throughout the village. Will keep Town Supervisor up to speed on the findings. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a several UFPO dig requests. 

· New York Leak Detection discovered a leak next to the parking lot near the Annunciation Church in Clark Mills. Murphy Excavating was brought in to dig it up and make the repairs. A broken saddle was found to be the culprit. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed one UFPO dig request. 

· Was asked by Town Supervisor to check entire distribution system for possible leak or leaks. Will report back once completed. 

Town Clerk, Jody Burdick submitted the following report:
In July, the Town Clerk’s office sold three (3) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-two (52) individual dog licenses for $378.00.  Of that, $63.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $315.00. 

One (1) dog redemption fee was collected in July for $10.00.

On July 9, 2020, eleven (11) late notices were sent out for dogs due in June 2020.  Renewal notices for fifty-one (51) dogs due in August were sent out on July 30, 2020.

DECALS sales totaled $10.00, $9.44 was sent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The Town received $.56 in commissions.  

There were three (3) marriage licenses issued in July totaling $120.00.  The Town’s commission was $52.50 and $67.50 was sent to the New York State Department of Health.

Three (3) genealogy requests were addressed for a total of $55.00.

Five (5) permanent handicapped permits and one (1) temporary handicapped parking permit were issued or renewed during the month.  

Twelve (12) certified copies were issued for $120.00. 

Sixteen (16)) building permits were issued for $1,832.48, one (1) septic permits were issued for $75.00 and two (2) residential ZBA referrals were issued for $150.00.  

Communications Received:

1. Kirk Donley-request for meeting to discuss zoning changes.

2. NYMIR- return of capitalization contributions.

Checks Received:

1. Camelot Village
Water Payment



$     9,622.75

2. Camelot Village
Water Payment



$     9,500.00

3. County of Oneida
1st Quarter Sales Tax



$ 113,401.13

4. Westmoreland School
Fuel





$         769.09

5. Clark Mills FD

Fuel





$         106.80  

6. Justice Court

Bowers-June




$      4,410.00

7. Justice Court

Ossont-June




$      3,560.00

8. COCVAC

Water Payment



$             3.00

9. COCVAC

Fuel





$      1,857.51

10. Stanwix Heights FD
Fuel





$            68.65

11. NYMIR


Capitalization Return



$          497.39

12. Gertrude VanBenschoten
Park Rental



$            75.00

13. Westmoreland Fire Dist.
Workers Comp Payment

$       3,484.00

14. Westmoreland Fire Dist.
Fuel- May & June


$          609.58

Councilperson Rundle stated that the Town Park is open.  He has been mowing twice a week and trying to keep the guests social distancing.
Councilperson Hebbard spoke of Little League practicing on Kernan Field.  They are not practicing social distancing and some of the participates are not from Westmoreland.  Little League has also used the Town Park for practice without permission.  Councilperson Hebbard stated that it is impossible to monitor the park 24/7 and feels the Board should close the Park.

Councilperson Rundle agreed, adding that any fines that may be imposed would come to the Town.

Supervisor Eisnor disagreed stating that the children have absolutely nothing to do.  The Park provides an outlet for the children to play and have some sense of normalcy. Councilperson Seymour agreed.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that the last rules the Governor put out; dated July 7, 2020; does allow for team practices and games, but no travel tournaments. 
Councilperson Hebbard rebutted saying the bats and balls are not being cleaned after each use and no social distancing is being observed.  Councilperson Rundle again emphasized that the Town will be subject to fines.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that he advised Little League that they could practice on Kernan Field but were not to have any games there.  The rules are so ambiguous that it is hard to determine what is and what is not allowed. Discussion continued.
Supervisor Eisnor told the Board that the second of three (3) checks comprising the 1st quarter sales tax revenues was received.  It is anticipated that the second quarter revenues will be down 40%.  For the Town of Westmoreland that would mean a loss of $300,000.00 to $400.000.00.  No actual figures have been released yet. Supervisor Eisnor questioned how can the Board budget for 2021 when funding is so uncertain.
The Supervisor advised the Board that a significant leak was found in the main line supplying Blackberry Patch, which has been repaired.  The Supervisor also spoke of a possible leak in the Spencer Settlement district.  Because funds are stretched tight, we will have to wait on determining were that leak is.  The Spencer District will still be financially sound.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that the Town’s health insurance coverage will be increasing by 4% in 2021.

The Supervisor would like to hold budget meetings on September 22nd and 29, 2020.  He asked if that was acceptable to all Board members.  All Members agreed and the budget meetings will be held at 6:00 pm.

The Supervisor notified the Board of a couple of instances where residents have constructed buildings before the ZBA had given approval and building permits were issued.  These individuals will be fined. 
79   A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

80 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Seymour, to approve and place on file the minutes of July 13, 2020 as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

81 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:
Tindall Water District


vouchers7-9 
     which totals
$8,718.55
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers 56-66    which totals            $5,941.13  
Spencer Water District

voucher 6
      which totals 
$     75.00
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

82 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #216 through #242 which totals $7,656.40.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
83 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #123 through #136 totaling $26,620.59.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor announced the next regular meeting will be held on September 14, 2020 at 6:30 pm.  Budget meetings are scheduled for September 22 and September 29 

at 6:00 pm. 
The Supervisor announced to the audience that the Board has been meeting regularly, however, due to Covid-19, the meetings were not open to the public.

The Supervisor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board the Supervisor asked for a motion to enter into executive session.

84 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to enter into executive session to discuss pending litigation.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and entered into executive session at 6:58 pm. 

The Board returned from executive session at 7:39 pm.
85 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 7:40 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

