Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
April 13 2020
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 9:00 am, April 13, 2020 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons, Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard and Randy Rundle. Councilperson Barbara Phillips was absent.
Supervisor Eisnor stated this meeting is closed to the public due to the COVUD-10 quarantine.  He asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor indicated the following reports were submitted for month of April.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported;

The New Gradall is fully registered and ready to work.  The sellers came in and gave us a class on how to use the machine.  I spent some time talking to the Salesman and he made a few phone calls.  As a result, I was able to get the Town a full two (2) year warranty instead of the one (1) year Warranty they originally offered.

The Highway Department has been painting the plows and wings.  We have also been sweeping and cleaning the intersections on Town Roads.

The Town of Whitestown brought over two (2) sweepers and did all of Main Street, Stone Road and part of Route 233.

Sole Assessor Bernie Szarek reported;  

The Tentative role is being completed. Warren put on the Senior Exemptions and the new vets. Vikki helped with the rest of the Exemptions as Warren decided to stay home for his health.  Vikki also put my photos in their folders. I worked on the Farm and trailer parks exemptions and as well as the new constructions. The class in Jefferson Community College on March 26 was not held. Had a webinar 4/16/20 for 2 hours on new rules for the Star program.

Codes Officer Patrick Baron submitted the following for building permits issued in the month of March;
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

2/25/202020-0005Paxhia Joseph 6848 Lowell Road302.000-2-45Addition renewal $20.00

3/2/20 2020-0006Garramone Kim 5154 Moore Road301.000-2-27.1Modular Home $150.00

2/25/202020-0007Kulpa Paul 5332 Moore Road301.000-2-55.1House / truss $441.00

2/25/202020-0008Kulpa Paul 5332 Moore Road301.000-2-55.1Septic $75.00

3/17/202020-0009Pflanz Kurt 6951 Valley View Road36.000-3-15 Storage shed $40.00

$726.00


Codes Enforcement Officer Fed Fox submitted the following report; 
Complaints:

3-17-20 check on chimney fire complaint at 7616 Rt. 5. No structural damage. Spoke with the owner all set. 





1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

2-18-20  1203 Inspection 5549 Rte 233 R.B. Humphreys. OTR set for 3-11-20. 

3-12-20 All violations have been abated. 

2-19-20  1203 Inspection 6201 Rte. 233 Burdick Paving & Excavating. OTR set for 3-11-20.

3-12-20 All violations have been abated. 

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following;
      Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed 2 UFPO dig requests. 

· Sherwin Williams gave us good pricing on paint for repainting the floor and piping inside of the pump house. 

· Received a quote from NY Rural Water for mapping out our water system. Will get back with Rural Water as soon as the Covid-19 issue is over with. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed 1 UFPO dig request. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk submitted the following;     

In March, the Town Clerk’s office sold five (5) new dog licenses and renewed twenty-seven (27) individual dog licenses for $252.00.  Of that, $42.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $210.00. 

On March 9, 2020, nineteen (19) late notices were sent out for dogs due in February 2020.  Renewal notices for fifty-two (52) dogs due in April were sent out on March 31, 2020.

DECALS sales totaled $25.00, $23.62 was sent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The Town received $1.38 in commissions.  

There was no marriage license issued in March.

Six (6) permanent handicapped permits and one (1) temporary handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Seventeen (17) certified copies were issued for $170.00.

Five (5) building permits were issued for $691.00 and one (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00.

AARP cancelled the second round of tax returns that were scheduled for March 16, 2020.  

Communications Received:

1. Thank you- family of George Bowers.

2. Charter Communications- franchise fee cover letter.

3. Insurance Services- fire protection meeting scheduled.
4. Oneida County Executive- notice of expected sales tax decline.
5. Eastern Shore- notice of building closure due to COVID19.
6. Comp Alliance-safety training videos.
7. 5th Judicial District- notice of all Justice Court closures.
Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Justice Court

Feb. 2020-Justice Bowers
$   6,248.00

2. Westmoreland Justice Court

Feb. 2020-Justice Ossont
$   7,060.00

3. Bank of Utica



Interest payment

$    1,083.90

4. COCVAC 


             Fuel



$    2,088.90     

5. Clark Mills FD



Fuel



$       142.26

6. Clark Mills FD



Fuel



$       155.11

7. E-Z Riders



Fuel



$       159.94  

8. Westmoreland FD


Workers Comp


$  37,989.00   

9. Westmoreland FD    
 

Fuel



$        627.80

10. Westmoreland FD


Fuel



$        752.10

11. Westmoreland CS


Fuel



$     7,173.31


12. Charter Communication

Franchise Fee



$  22,056.58

13. COCVAC



Fuel



$     2,896.75

Supervisor Eisnor told the Board that notification was received from the motel on NYS Route 233 that they are temporarily closing due to the COVID-19 epidemic.
The Supervisor also notified the Board that the Sheriff’s Office is doing regular patrols of the Town Offices.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke with Councilperson Barbara Phillips.  She is coming along slowly in her recovery from a broken hip and wanted to thank the Board members for the dish garden.
The Supervisor received a letter from Jeremy Silverman of GEMS, asking is the Town was interested in applying for another grant.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke briefly of a letter he received regarding a proposal for a solar farm on Eureka Road.  He added that he sent a reply to the company advising them of the proper protocols that must be followed. 
Councilperson Hebbard expressed concern over the increase in that Park rentals for 2020.  He feels the fees should have been set at $50.00 for non-residents and $25.00 for residents.  Councilperson Seymour stated that there have not been any complaints regarding the fees set at the last Board meeting.  It was agreed to revisit this subject if complaints are generated.
Councilperson Hebbard spoke regarding the uncertainty of a Summer Program at the Town Park.  With the school being closed, it is difficult to find students to work the Summer Program.  We will have to wait and see if the school reopens and if enough students will be available. 
Supervisor Eisnor spoke of the 20-21 school budget and provided each Board member with a copy.  He was asked to sit on the budget meeting via conference call.  It appears the School Board is leaning toward the 2.99% tax increase.  
50 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #94 through #129, which totals $10,400.89.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
51 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

voucher #5

which totals

    $        75.00

Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #25-#31
which totals         
    $   1,662.76

Spencer Water District

vouchers #4-#5

which totals

    $   1,642.80

Camelot Water District

voucher #5

which totals

     $17,637.75
All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
52 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #53 through #75 totaling $19,682.70.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

53 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
54 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of March 9, 2020 as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor announced the next regular meeting will be held on June 11, 2018 at 6:30 pm.  He then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

55 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 9:35am. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

